Back Country Horsemen of Washington
We Get it Done !
______________________________________

June 2019
CALENDAR
May 30- Volunteer
Hours Due
June 4th – Membership
Meeting at Hayford
Community Church,
Airway Heights WA
July 2nd – Membership
meeting
July 1st – 4th –
Statewide work party
Umatilla NF
July 4th – 7th – Draft
Horse Show as group

August 6—Membership
Meeting

A family of geese seen
while on a trail ride at
Slavin Conservation
Area, May 2019

June Meeting Program – Stop Stand and Speak
By Ken Carmichael
The program at the Tuesday, June 4th membership meeting will be Patty Wright
presenting the new “Stop, Stand and Speak” educational program.
As mentioned in an article later in the newsletter, this program is designed to help people
we meet on the trail learn how to interact with our horses, and ensure everyone’s safety.
We want to be on the same page in providing the same information to the people we
meet on the trail. Therefore, it is important that all of us learn this program.
NEWS FLASH – THIS MEETING WILL ALSO INCLUDE AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL. THE CHAPTER
WILL PROVIDE THE ICE CREAM AND TOPPINGS. COME AND HAVE A GOOD TIME.
WELCOME TO SUMMER.

Riverside State Park Trail Planning
By Ken Carmichael
Riverside State Park is developing a trail map of the entire park. This is no small task.
Thus far major trails have been put on GPS and incorporated into a geological map. The park is divided into 4 parts.
From the north it is everything north of Seven Mile Rd. South of Seven Mile is the Deep Creek area. South of this is the
Bowl and Pitcher area. South of that is the Equestrian Area.
I am on a small committee that represents many stakeholders in the park. Our job is to review the trails on the ground
and make recommendations about the status of the trails. All of us have extensive knowledge of the park.
Last Tuesday we had our first field trip to view trails in the Bowl and Pitcher area. The further we get into the project
the more we realize the extreme depth of the mission. After we identify the trails the long term goal is to put in trail
signs, create a map and decommission some trails.
Ponderosa BCH will be installing trail signs in the equestrian area.
This project will benefit all trail users as well as help protect the wonderful resource we have in Riverside State Park.
By the way, these boots were not made for hiking. This project really makes me appreciate my horses.

Mt. Spokane Nordic Area and Horse Camp Program
By Ken Carmichael
Progress continues on the Nordic Area and Horse Camp at Mt. Spokane. The official name is the Mountain Recreation
and Education Center (MREC). This is a very large, expensive and long term project that has a lot of people behind it. I
have been attending several meeting with State Parks, consultants and other stakeholders.
The project is done in several steps. So far we have identified the desired elements, set some priorities, pared down
some ideas, discussed potential operation and management scenarios, fundraising, potential phases and drawn two
rough drafts of a layout. The second one shows potential design of the building.
There are several program elements: There is the general layout of the land that includes the building, parking, and
access. There is the design of the building. Then there is the infrastructure that supports the entire facility. One big
challenge is that this entire project is being done on top of a mountain. This means that a lot of dirt will be moved.
In the current design the parking lot, which supports the winter Nordic skiing, is designed to accommodate 10
equestrian campsites in the summer. Water, restrooms, highlines and camping amenities will be included.
Equestrian camping at Mt. Spokane State Park is something we have talked about since the 1990’s when we did the park
Management Plan. Projects like this take time, energy and the support of many people. With the Nordic skiers wanting
to improve their facilities it provided an excellent opportunity for equestrians to be part of the improvements.
Mt. Spokane provides some great riding opportunities with a variety of types of trails. In the summer heat the higher
elevation provides a good alternative for a cool ride.
Stay tuned for further developments.

.

DATES to REMEMBER 2019
[Membership rides can be hosted by any member, just send a note to the group email.]
Events that will be rescheduled due to weather:
 Proposed PBCH Telford Trail Ride
 Riverside State Park Barbed Wire Pick-up
May 30- Volunteer Hours Due
June 4th – Membership meeting
June 15th – BCHW Board Meeting
??? – REI Trails Day – work party
July 2nd – Membership meeting & Potluck??
July 1st – 4th – Statewide work party Umatilla National Forest. If you are planning to attend the work
party near Pomeroy, sign up through upcoming events on the BCHW.org site; so that the wonderful cooks can
plan the food. This needs to be done before JUNE 1!!!!
July 4th – 7th – Draft Horse Show as group
July 19, 20, 21- Pierce County BCH Prize Ride Camp Out
July 31st – Volunteer Hours preliminary hours
August 6th- Membership Meeting
September 3rd – Membership Meeting
September 10th- Volunteer Hours (preliminary)
September 14th- BCHW Board Meeting
September 24th- Dress Rehearsal for Scavenger Hunt
September 28th- Fall Fun Ride and Scavenger Hunt
September 30th- Volunteer Hours Final Report Due

LAKEVIEW RANCH CORRAL WORK PARTY: FINISHED!!!
By Ken Carmichael
It is with great relief and satisfaction to report that the Lakeview Corral Work Party Project is complete.
I had blocked out 11 days to complete the project and we were able to do it in 4 days, plus Patti and I stayed an extra
night to unwind.
We were able to pull the right people together at the right time to make it an efficient operation. People that helped
included:
CHAPTER MEMBERS:
Ken Carmichael
Doug Bailey
Don Dyer
Chuck Rice
Doug Frederick
Diana Birge
Tom Birge
Patti Carmichael
Dee Dee Denison

ADDITIONAL HELP:
Chris Shafer – BLM
Susan Summers – Equine Distance Riding Association
Dennis Summers – Equine Distance Riding Association
Sandy Cheek – Equine Distance Riding Association

The project started over
three years ago with
conversations between
Ponderosa BCH and BLM.
Old worn out corrals
existed on the BLM
Lakeview property about 8
miles north of Odesa,
Washington. The goal was
to convert these corrals
into something trail riders
could use. The original
corral was approximately
78 X 88 feet, not exactly
square. Our goal was to
build 14 12 X 16 corrals in
half of the area leaving the
other half an open area
within the original corral.
We would use the exterior walls of the old corral, meaning we had to tie into that older wood.

Doug and Ken estimated the cost for the project and applied for a Recreational Trails Program (RTP) grant through the
Back Country Horsemen of Washington in January 2016, over three years ago. A significant amount of work went into
writing the grant request, planning for the destruction of part of the old corrals, all but the perimeter fence, designing
the new corrals and them tearing down the old corrals, which happened in the fall of 2018. That took the hard work of:
Doug Bailey
Don Dyer
Ken Carmichael
Patti Carmichael
Dee Dee Denison
Tom Birge
Diana Birge
Chris Shafer
With the grant PBCH purchased all the building supplies from Ziggys. Craig Volosing helped negotiate that purchase
then he and Doug Bailey hauled 10 tons of materials on flat bed trailers to Doug’s barn for winter storage.
On April 22 Doug, Craig, Chris and Ken loaded the materials onto two flatbed trailers and on the 23 rd we took them to
the Lakeview property. More measurements and final plans for construction were made.
On Wednesday,
May 1
construction was
started. We really
did not know how
long it would take
depending on the
amount of help
received and
issues we may
face.
Wednesday went
very well. Ken had
drawn detailed
plans so that we
could space posts
exactly where we
needed them for
the gates and board lengths. Chris had the BLM power post hole digger there and we found we were in “good” dirt with
no rocks. We had made a list of tools necessary and all were on hand. Of course Don brought the kitchen sink and good
thing as I think we used most of it. His off road vehicle was also handy for moving tools around the site. Chuck and
Doug F were also there on Wednesday which was a great help. They work well together and it is great pleasure to have
people that can take the initiative and work on their own. They put up the rails as we dug post holes. Susan, Dennis and
Sandy made a big difference. Dennis was able to take on small projects while Susan and Sandy helped with measuring
for the proper placement of posts and shoveling in dirt. Part of the challenge was that with each set of corrals we
needed to tie into the existing exterior fence. This took the expertise of Don, Doug and Dennis working together. As a
result of this help we were far ahead of schedule when we quit Wednesday night.

On Thursday Chris was not there but we had dug 4 post holes ahead and had posts to set. Susan, Dennis and Sandy
were there again in the morning. Diana and Tom came for the day. They were able to help put in lag screws and started
the staining process. We also hung many of the gates. We filled the day with that work.
On Friday we had the morning help of Susan, Dennis and Sandy but only Chris, Ken, Doug and Don in the afternoon. The
work went much slower as we got to the last set of corrals. This is where we had to match up with the corner of the
larger, original corral and an opening in the exterior wall where we put two gates. Following that we put 12 and 4 foot
gates into the large open area of the original corral. Ken worked late to finish the first coat of stain.
Saturday morning Ken and Don started at 7:00 to hang the last three gates. Patti and Dee Dee arrived that morning and
by mid-afternoon Ken, Patti and Dee Dee had put on the second coat of stain. Dennis and Susan had mentioned that
the best root beer floats were to be found in Odessa. We decided that this needed verification and found it to be true.
During the project Doug prepared some Dutch oven cooking which added to the pleasure of the work.
I have tried to show how each of the 14 people who worked so hard contributed to this great project. My apologies if I
missed something. This is the type of project where there is work suited to anyone’s skill. I want to thank everyone that
contributed. We had fun and there is a great product that we can be proud of.
Still to do, projects are never finished: Susan is making, and installing, laminated signs to “encourage” people to pick up
manure. We have a place designated for manure but we are going to build a manure bunker. Don Dyer is going to make
one of his beautiful signs that says “Corrals built by Ponderosa BCH”. We want to put up a new kiosk. Also there is a
large concrete slab where a shop used to be that we will put a post and rail fence around. Then more trail signs are on
the list. We are also talking to BLM about a toilet, there is one about a half mile away at the lake campground.
So, bring your horses to Lakeview Ranch and enjoy a nice ride or sit under the trees at the picnic tables.

Stop, Stand and Speak
By Ken Carmichael
I think I mentioned in a previous newsletter that the Peninsula Chapter created a program to teach other recreational
groups what to do when they meet a horse on the trail – STOP, STAND AND SPEAK. The program has a power point,
DVD and other training materials.

Patty Wright, our newest chapter member, has volunteered to head up the project of presenting this information to as
many people as possible. She is looking into being a guest speaker at hiking, biking, ORV and other types meetings.
Even other equestrian groups can benefit from this information.

If we are to keep access to these trails we must get along with other users. Having them understand how to interact
with our horses is a major factor.

I am sure that Patty will be providing more detail about this program to the chapter so I will not steal her thunder. I just
want to THANK PATTY for volunteering for this project. It can be a major part of the BCH Education Program.

Congratulations to Dee Dee Denison, Diana Birge and Tom Birge!
They have earned their blue hard hats for participating on work parties
All three spent time at the Lakeview Ranch BLM campground helping with the recent
construction of 14 corrals.
Thank you so much for your help, from everyone at PBCH!

New Member Introduction: Patty Wright
Greetings BCHW Ponderosa Chapter members,
My name is Patty Wright, and I am your newest
member. I wanted to tell you a little bit about
myself so I’m not a complete stranger when we
meet on the trails…
I can’t remember a time when I didn’t want to
ride horses. This wasn’t an option for my
parents, however, raising us in suburban
Winnipeg, even when that’s all I would ask for at
Christmas. Despite that, I’ve managed to ride on
and off throughout my life, taking lessons,
working horses for no pay, leasing horses, and
finally, in 2009, purchasing my own! His name is
Stewball, named for the racehorse in the classic
Peter, Paul and Mary folksong I loved when I
was a kid.
Stewie and I have been a lot of places together
in the Inland Northwest. He’s a willing partner
on the trail, easy to take out alone, alerting me
when we have unexpected company (coyote,
deer etc.) without having a fit, and breaking trail
when need be. I’m so happy I don’t have to
worry with a group as he has good manners.
He’s also been excellent about letting me pony
off him. We just haven’t had a lot of overnight
experience, just a few nights at Riverside, but
we’re looking forward to doing some more.
I’ve volunteered to present the “Stop, Stand,
Speak” program locally on behalf of the chapter. I have a list of suggestions for places to present, but am open to more,
so feel free to contact me. I have done a lot of volunteering in the past, most recently for Free Rein Therapeutic Riding.
I’m acquainted already with a few of you, and I’m sure I’ll get to know many more as we go through the summer and
beyond.
Best regards, Patty

10 Donkey Facts You’ll Love
By Patti Carmichael

Who doesn’t love a long eared fluff ball?
Donkeys have stolen the hearts of people all
across the world. From guarding livestock to
halter breakiing calves or yearling horses, these
intelligent animals have many purposes around the farm. It’s time to set the record straight.
Donkeys are incredible creatures that deserve our respect.
Here are 10 facts that prove just that!
1. They have excellent memories. Some can remember things up to 25 years ago!
2. Donkeys are considered all-terrain animals. They fare far better than horses in different
environments.
3. They can live up t to 40 years!
4. Their large ears allow them to hear up to 60 miles away in the property conditions.
5. If danger is sensed, a donkey will refuse to move. It’s their intelligence, rather than
being stubborn.
6. There are 3 different types: minitures up to 36 inches, standard from 36-54 inches, and
mammoths which are more than 54 inches tall.
7. They have a very efficient digestive system that can break down even the most inedible
vegetation.
8. Donkeys and horses can be crossbred to create mules or hinnies.
9. Because of their origin in the desert and the high temperatures, donkeys rarely run. This
instinct just isn’t there.
10.They don’t like the rain and their hair isn’t waterproof.

Mischevous Mares and Goofy Geldings Newsletter Contest
From the editor: Send in short descriptions of the silly things your horses have done. This
newsletter contest will run through the July newsletter, and participants will be entered in a
drawing for a fun gift.

Entry 1: By Tom Birge
The Manure Spreader
Now that Diana and I have retired we bought some
different things to help out around the ranch. First
thing was a ATV mainly to plow snow during the
winter. The snow plow works great during the winter
and we it has really come in handy the last couple of
years.
Then we came up with the idea of getting a manure
spreader since the ATV doesn’t get much use during
the summer. We have had horses out in the pasture
for 18 years and they do leave a lot behind.
We went to work spreading the aforementioned leftovers in the pasture for
fertilizing purposes.
Everything was going great until I took a short break. I came back to the ATV and
the keys were gone. I thought for sure that I had left them in the ignition. I
searched my pockets, nothing, Looked all over the ground nothing. I was
perplexed. I then looked up at the horses who were watching all this work and
there was Maizie with the keys hanging out of her mouth.

Entry 2: By Michelle Eames
Nibbly Geldings
I don’t know if it’s a fjord thing or a
gelding thing, but both my fjords like to
grab hold of little tabs and pull. Oly the
Elder has unzipped my fleece jacket by
carefully grabbing the tiny zipper tab,
and pulling down. The funniest recent
example of the grab and pull technique
was when Vali the Younger was
standing near me, nuzzling, and next
thing I know he had the handle of my
phone case, pulled it out of my pocket,
swung it around several times by the
loop handle, and then tossed it. Luckily
for my phone we were in a soft sand
arena. Never leave anything with a tab or a handle in reach of my nimble nibbling geldings.

Entry 3: By Cindy Miller

Tanner Tales
It seems this summer contest was created for a horse I own. The first week I boarded my new horse Tanner
after purchasing him, the barn owner would greet me with a positive comment daily about the copper-colored
gelding. He always had something nice to say – Tanner was mannerly and didn’t seem to have any bad habits
ie. cribbing, etc.. He really liked him. The second week, the barn owner would throw in a word frequently
that I became accustomed to hearing. “Tanner is the nicest horse,” he would say, “but he is so darn goofy!” A
few weeks later, his previous owner called to check in on him. She politely asked me if there was anything
that I had noticed about him now that more of his personality traits had shone through. Eventually she finally
said the ‘word.’ Do you ever think he is kinda ‘goofy’? There it was again, the word. I had to admit he made
me laugh and nothing serious, but ‘different.’ When he would whinny, it would be really high-pitched, like a
donkey whinny, and it sounded as if he was stuck in one octave too high for a horse. When we would go out
in public, all heads were turned to the ridiculous whinny of my goofy gelding. There were and are many
instances where he continues to act ‘goofy.’ He really is a playful gelding with a good sense of humor, if you
can believe horses have a sense of humor. After owning Tanner, I do believe some horses possess a fun-loving
side. I know if I am ever looking for another horse to purchase, I will be asking around, “I’m looking for a goofy
gelding with a sense of humor.” People will think I’m strange, but I don’t care. Tanner doesn’t care. Here’s
TANNER …..

Tanner with his pasture mate, the
blue heron. The two pals would
travel around the pasture
together.

2019 Officers and Other Chapter Staff:
Lyle “Doug” Bailey, President and Trail Boss
Diana Birge, Treasurer
Patti Carmichael, Secretary
Craig Volosing, Lands Chair
Ken Carmichael, State Director
Carol Klar, Volunteer Hours Coordinator
Michelle Eames, Newsletter Editor
Cindy Miller, Webmaster/Facebook and Newsletter Graphics Design
Gary Miller, Photographer
Patti Sander, Education Chairman
Tom Birge, BCH Store Manager and Shopper Extraordinaire
Everyone can contribute to make the PBCH a successful group to support our mission. We can
use help with legislative communications, membership, publicity, etc. Think of what you can
do, and together “We will get it done!”
From the Editor:

I invite you all to send me your stories, tips, jokes,
articles, photos, words of wisdom or whatever. I
especially would like to encourage our officers and
committee chairs to share their thoughts, visions and
projects. The goal here is to make the newsletter fun,
entertaining and informative.
Michelle Eames, Editor

P.S. Please send me photos of you and your equine
buddy so I can highlight you in our newsletter! Introduce
yourself to the new members with background on you or
your horse!

