“Keeping Washington Trails Open”

July 2017

CALENDAR
July 8, 2017
Chapter Ride and Meeting
Fishtrap
Potluck Lunch after the ride.
Boots in the stirrup at 10 am
July 28, 2017
Rockin B Ranch Dinner Show
August 2-5, 2017
State Wide Work Party
Gypsy Meadows
August 8, 2017
Chapter Meeting
Location TBD
September 5, 2017 – Chapter
Meeting, INB Bank
September 29, 2017 – Scavenger
Hunt Set Up
September 30, 2017 – Scavenger
Hunt
Riverside State Park

________________________________________

I Ride for the Brand
By Ken Carmichael
Several years ago while watching a western movie I heard a cowboy
talking about where his loyalty lies. You may remember the movie. The
statement was “I RIDE FOR THE BRAND”. That stuck with me.

I have a book called “Focus on Sustainability” by Dennis G. McMillan.
It has four very basic ways to ensure that a nonprofit is sustainable.
The first one is FOCUS. It states that organizations that have a clear
focus can answer two key questions: Who are we? and Where are we going? It states we must laser focus on the founding
principles, have discipline on strategic planning and also adopt to the future. I like to say it in another way “Go home with
who brought you to the dance.”
Who are we? When I joined BCH in 1987 I knew, or shortly learned, that BCH is not a social club, it is a service organization.
We have a mission the short of which is to preserve and enhance the rights of responsible horsemen to use horses and
mules on public land. I know that we like to ride and be sociable but that is not why BCH was formed. We were formed
as a service organization (that brought us to the dance) and that is who we should go home with.

Where are we going? That is a good question. What brought us to the dance is Education, Advocacy and Moving Dirt
(trail work). Are we still headed in that direction? When we make decisions about BCH at all levels we should always keep
in mind that what we do should support these efforts.
The strength of BCH is in its size (stronger together) and the diverse talent we represent. Our mission is a big one and
everyone is needed. In the Ponderosa Chapter I count 40 volunteer opportunities and there are probably more. That is
just what is on the list. Fortunately we all do not have the same talent, skills and interests. Some are good at operating a
chainsaw and others create newsletters, take pictures and keep the finances straight. The point is that there is a place for
everyone in BCH, and we need and appreciate EVERYONE.
There is no need to try to fit a round peg in a square hole. Your talent, or what you want to learn, is needed. So what if
you cannot run a chainsaw or balance the books. Find something else. Just look at the list and pick a volunteer opportunity
that floats your boat. I firmly believe that those that are involved and have skin in the game have the most fun. It is not
as fun sitting on the sidelines as it is being in the game.
Bottom line is that we have all joined a SERVICE ORGANIZATION and that organization needs your help. Back to my
original statement. DO YOU RIDE FOR THE BRAND?

Announcements
Northeast Chapter is looking for volunteers to help with their Kalispel Tribes Youth Program
events. These events are scheduled for June 29, July 6 & July 11. This is a program that
teaches horsemanship to the Native American Youth. If you are interested, please contact Jim
Hudkins at 509-954-7446
Darrell Wallace of the Northeast Chapter will be giving a presentative on Gypsy Meadows and
discussing the State Wide Work Party. If you are planning to participate in the work party, this
would be of interest to you. Date is July 15. Contact Jim Hudkins if you would like to attend
and obtain directions to the meeting. 509-954-7446
Chapter social event at the Rocking B Ranch in Post Falls. Dinner and show. Buy tickets
atwww.rockingbranch.com. $46.95 each adult.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
Need someone to step up and assume the
responsibilities of Volunteer Hour Coordinator. If you
are interested, please contact Ken Carmichael.
Keep Jose in your prayers

DIRECTIONS TO FISH TRAP LAKE
FOLSOM FARM TRAILHEAD
Go to Interstate 90 Exit number 254 west of Spokane.
Exit the freeway at Exit 254, at the stop sign turn left going over the freeway (if you are going
west from Spokane).
From the freeway go approximately 2.5 to 2.8 miles to Fish Trap Rd which is the road to Fish
Trap Resort.
Turn left on Fish Trap Road.
Go past a wide spot parking place on the right and just part way down the hill turn left into
the Folsom Farm. This is a one lane road to the trailhead.
Trailhead has an outhouse.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
By Patti Sander, Education Chair
As the Education Chair, it is my responsibility to put together education and informative programs, seminars, etc. There
have been a few of you who have approached me with ideas and I have been keeping a list. We are now half way through
2017, and I have been giving some thought to the rest of this year and into 2018. The goal is to enrich the chapter, provide
creative ways to learn and to have each one of you able to take away something practical that you can use. I’d like to have
some feedback from you, the members, as to what excites you, what sounds fun, what would be informative,
etc. Following is my list so far, keeping in mind that some of these would be meeting programs and some would be ½ to
all day seminars. Please drop me an email or give me a call with your thoughts on these, or if you have any topics to
add. Thank you!
First Aid and CPR
Survival Training
Packing Clinic
First Aid for Horses / At home and on the trail
Weed Identification
Hay Types and Nutrition
Pasture Management
Manure Management / Composting
Rope Braiding
Leather Crafting
Leather Care and Repair
Leave No Trace
My Favorite Trails
Compass and Map Reading
Trailer Maintenance
Hoof Care / Shoeing vs. Barefoot Trimming

“The roads are littered with flat
squirrels that were unable to make a
decision”

?

By Ken Carmichael
On June 17 I attended the quarterly BCHW Board Meeting in Ellensburg. This is a busy meeting as there
were 26 prepared agenda items plus those topics that arise during the meeting. It is a full day.
The minutes of the meeting are not out yet but I want to share some of the key agenda items from my
notes.
The board confirmed the hiring of Nicole Sedgwick as the new Executive Director. She will serve part
time and replace Darrell Wallace who wishes to retire from that position. Darrell is a very active
member and will continue in many roles. In fact he was elected vice President of Back Country
Horsemen of America.
Membership in BCHW is down from this time last year. This is a concern and we are addressing it through
the Membership Development Committee (MDC) which I am chairing. The MDC made a presentation
on our progress to develop membership. It should be noted that Ponderosa chapter, which was
chartered December 5, 2015 with 20 members now has 37 members. Our Membership Chair Don
Groshon is working hard.
The BCHW 2018 wall calendars are out. I picked up some at the meeting and they are for sale for $10.
They are beautiful and a great fundraiser for BCHW. Please purchase yours at the next meeting.
Remember to use Amazon Smile when purchasing items on Amazon. This way Amazon makes a
donation to BCHW.
The statewide work party is set to go on August 2-5. Sign up for food ends July 1 so I hope our chapter
has a good representation. We will be working on trails in the Colville National Forest north of Spokane.
As chairman of the Governance and Bylaws Committee I provided information on some governing
documents that should be used by BCHW to more closely comply with good business practices. This
received a great deal of discussion and came back to the committee for more input.
Jeff Chapman reported that the new BCHW legislative lobbying efforts are working well. We will
continue with this program. We are watching funding for public lands closely. It does not look as
though there will be funding for John Wayne Trail improvements. We are working for better Department
of Natural Resources and state park funding. The question of combining state and national access
fees for public lands continues to be discussed. That would be a hard nut to crack.
BCHW applied for and received an $8,000 National Stewardship Grant to use for trail work. This will help
with some of our larger trail projects.
The Back Country Horsemen of America board meeting was held in April in Great Falls Montana. They
are asking for input for a “Best Practices Folder”. This is to accumulate the best ideas for BCH from
around the country. A Five Year Plan is being developed. The 2018 board meeting will be in Spokane
April 23-25. Everyone is welcome to attend.

In addition to our Volunteer Hours report BCHW collects information on the number of trail miles
maintained. This is an important part of our volunteer work and is used to obtain grants and legislative
support. Every chapter was encouraged to complete this report.

The BCHW Store continues to be a big success. While PBCH does not have a store I did purchase and
bring home some truck/trailer decals for purchase by the chapter members. This is a good way to
promote BCH. They will be available at the next membership meeting.
BCHW has recorded over 30,000 hours of volunteer work since October 1, and this is without every
chapter reporting so far. The next report is due September 1. As a reminder, Jose’ Bruce, our Volunteer
Hours Coordinator, has asked for help with this job. Jose’ has been sick and we need someone to step
up and lend a hand.
The forest service has issued a new Job Hazard Analysis (JHA). These are guidelines we must follow
when performing work on forest land, and a good practice for other locations as well. As a reminder,
the chapter could use a committee chair responsible for safety. There is some paperwork and is
essential for continued safe work parties.
A new DVD about Leave No Trace (LNT) was distributed to each chapter. We will be showing it in
segments at our membership meetings.
The Trailhead News (THN) continues to be a major means of communications for BCHW. They are
always looking for articles from the chapters. PBCH contributes about our Trailhead Camping Seminar
and Scavenger Hunt. Then next deadline is August 1.
Kim Merrick is the new chairman of the BCHW Education Committee. She is looking for help and will
be working on the BCHW Leadership Training this winter.
The BCHW Joe Watt Canyon Poker Ride May 20 was a success with 272 riders and net income of $4,200.
Jason Ridlon has chaired this ride for years and would like to be replaced. BCHW is looking for a
chapter to take it over. It is a well-organized event that has years of history. I could see Ponderosa
doing this but someone would need to step up and make it their priority. Anyone interested?
Chris Enrico is the new BCHW Historian. He will be looking for chapter histories. Along the same line we
want to insure that the PBCH history is preserved. We are young and it is a good time to get started on
it.
The BCHW board approved the IRS 990 Report. This is a large report required because we are a
nonprofit.
Some discussion took place about whether to have some BCHW members certified as first aid
instructors. It was decided for now that chapters can obtain this training locally at a reasonable cost
and requires less coordination.

The possibility of coordinating our Recreational Trails Program (RTP) grant requests with other
groups, such as the Washington Trails Association (WTA), was discussed. RTP grants are
important to our mission and very sensitive to change. We felt that at this time we should work
with other organizations but not further complicate any RTP grant requests.
Some used cross cut saws are available. I have talked to Doug Bailey and I have put
Ponderosa on the list of chapters wishing to have a cross cut saw donated.
BCHW is interested in knowing about chapter youth activities. PBCH is not doing any now.
BCH has access to a means by which we may have free conference calls. I have created an account
that we can use if needed.

Besides the agenda items and the general conduct of the meeting there are the benefits of networking
and just visiting with members of BCHW from around the state. We are 32 chapters strong and there is
a great deal to be gained by sharing our ideas, issues and successes between chapters. I always feel
that these meeting are worth attending.

Poetic Justice
By Dean Giles
I don’t ride as often as I would like. When I do, something out of the ordinary usually happens. It may have
something to do with my horse Dillon…he’s a little strange…or me (no comments, please).
So, I had a Saturday morning open and decided to do a ride around my home on Green Bluff. There are lots of
hay fields around, and I usually ride the edges and make a loop. I always start with a short loop around my
property, along a mowed path next to my fence. That morning, Dillon was unusually calm and stood still for the
saddling- a good omen, and a rare occurrence.
It was a beautiful morning; clear, warm, just a slight breeze….perfect. I was looking forward to a nice relaxed
ride. It actually was a nice relaxed ride until about two thirds of the way around my property.
Some background is needed here: I am plagued with gophers.
Well, everything was fine until Dillon stepped in a gopher hole, stumbled, and went down all the way to his belly.
I was thrown into the fence (three strand smooth wire with a hot wire on top). The fence rebounded, Dillon lurched
to his feet, and I was catapulted to the other side of him- maybe I could have stayed on board, but thought it was
a better idea to bail off.
I have a long history of falling off my horse- kind of a yearly thing. Maybe it’s this particular horse, since he is a
little strange, and I haven’t fallen off any others. I was hoping to make it a whole year without hitting the ground,
but oh, well. Got it over with.
So… there I was lying there on my back, hoping Dillon wouldn’t explode or get tangled in the fence… lots of
thoughts can go through your head in a short period of time. To his credit, he stood still. I got the stirrup unhooked
from the bottom stand of fencing, looked him over and didn’t find any problems. Well, there was a bloody patch
on his shoulder, but it wasn’t still bleeding. Legs looked fine, he walked ok, so we headed back to the barn.
I unsaddled him and let him out with the other horses, then went back to check if the fence needed repair. Other
than a stretched bottom strand, the fence was ok. There was something odd, though…
Remember that bloody patch on Dillon’s shoulder? Well, next to the gopher hole he had stepped in was a dead
gopher, squished when Dillon fell on him.
There is justice in the world!!!

Trailhead Camping Seminar
By Ken Carmichael

In June PBCH held a very successful hands on seminar
about trailhead camping. Our goal was to help
participants become more comfortable camping with
their horses.
Everyone
had
the
opportunity to highline
their horses. We viewed
several ways that people
have chosen to camp
from sleeping in the back
of a trailer to trailers with
living quarters and motor homes. An information book was
provided, and discussions took place, on subjects such as: safety,
Leave No Trace, trail etiquette, knots, land manager
requirements (such as permits and weed free hay), good
locations to camp in the area, what we should take with us, selecting a camping partner,
crossing state lines with horses, how to feed and care for our horses overnight and of course
the benefits of belonging to Back Country Horsemen.
We also previewed some of the equipment needed to
use pack animals, our next step in enjoying camping with
horses.
Riverside State Park gave us special permission to camp
outside the established campground so that we could
highline our horses and experience an undeveloped
camp. Yet we were not that far from home. This gave
everyone an easy
opportunity to experience camping without a big
investment.
That night we had a bonfire (leaving no trace that the
fire was ever there) with s’mores and stories.
Thank you to the PBCH members that helped put on the
seminar. This included Patti Sander, Don Groshon, Don
Dyer and Doug and Teresa Bailey.
It is our desire that more equestrians take the opportunity
to camp with their horses and expand the areas that
they ride.

By Ken Carmichael

Saturday, September 30, 2017. This is the date that all of us will be at Riverside State Park for
the 2nd annual Scavenger Hunt sponsored by the Ponderosa chapter of BCH.

This is not only fun but it is the chapter’s only fundraiser for the year. We need all hands on
deck to put on a quality event.

Linda White is busy acquiring many wonderful door prizes, raffle items and winner awards for
the scavenger hunt and crazy hat contest. Doug and Teresa Bailey are planning our chili feed.
Promotion for the event is well on its way.

Please tell your friends about the event and promote it in all the ways you can. We want the
word to get out to as many people as possible. Information is on our website at
www.pbchw.com.

Volunteers will be needed for parking, registration, crazy hat contest, scavenger hunt results
counters, awarding prizes, helping with door prizes and raffle items and helping with lunch.
New this year we would like to have four outriders out on the course to monitor participants
and give assistance when necessary. As you can see we will need everyone’s help.

If you have any questions or would like to get an early start on volunteering please contact
me at kcarmichael2225@gmail.com or 466-2225.

Skeeters
By Michelle Eames

Spring has sprung, summer is right behind it, the flowers are blooming, the grass needs mowing, and the
mosquitos are flying with a vengeance! It’s not like I’ve never been around mosquitos before, after all I grew up
on the “wet” side of the state, but it’s pretty intense this year!
Some of the worst mosquitos I remember were when I was a kid and went camping with my family at
Lake Wenatchee State Park in central Washington. The mosquitoes were so bad there that we spent most of the
weekend zipped into the tent, watching the kamikaze mosquitos diving at the mesh trying to get to us. Even the
dog couldn’t stand it outside.
As a college student I was lucky enough to work on a research project down the road from Lake
Wenatchee, based out of a cabin at Fish Lake. I’m pretty sure it’s called Fish Lake, because if the locals had
named it a more honest name like, say, Mosquito Hoards Lake, no one would visit. We would do our surveys out
in the woods, and have contests to see how many mosquitos we could kill with a one-hand-slap on our leg. My
record was 14. For mosquito repellent, we had super-strength DEET. No one knows what DEET stands for, but it
actually does work. It also takes the paint off a pencil. I am not convinced it was safe to use on bare skin, but
there were times I used it.
This year Spokane is competing with those notorious mosquito havens of Washington. We always get
some mosquitos in the spring in the West Plains, but this wet year, I am not convinced they will ever leave. In
mid-May I noticed the mosquitos were getting smaller. I thought maybe it was the beginning of the end, they
were getting stressed, and running out of puddles to breed in! Then it rained. For three days. In mid-June I
thought we were nearing the end again: I would only get three mosquitos on my arm when I brought the horses
in from pasture in the evening. And guess what? It rained again. We still have plenty of mosquito habitat left.
Meanwhile, the horses are being eaten alive, and I am on a quest to find a repellent that works. Some
years I use hardly any bug repellents on the horses. This year I was already on my third bottle of skeet-juice by
the third week of May. And I’m talking about the good stuff, with the long chemical names that fill up the whole
label that you have to squint at to read. It probably has DEET in it! Usually I try the wimpy herbal stuff, that barely
works, because I honestly think it’s better for the horses. But oh my gosh, they deserve some relief until the
weather dries up and the mosquitos leave!
But the thing is, I haven’t found anything super effective, and certainly not super long-lasting. The megachemicals seem to do best, and maybe slow the mosquitos, but not stop them. The ones that say they will last
multiple days are lucky to last multiple hours. I have tried skin-so-soft, and it worked! For about a half hour. Years
and years ago when I had a sensitive and itchy horse, I tried things like garlic (in the grain), apple cider vinegar
(in the grain and topical), and B-vitamins. I never really noticed much difference, but it surely didn’t hurt the
horse. I am still looking for the magic recipe of the safe and healthy mosquito repellent that I can make at home
AND that works. In the meantime, if you all know any good skeet-juice recipes that work, or even if you’ve found
a store-bought repellent that is super effective, be sure to share. Our horses will love you for it.

LEGISLATIVE ALERT
From Jeff Chapman, BCHW Legislative Chair
Below is an alert from American Trails. The excellent letter on recreation funding shortfalls, in part put
together by BCHA, already has BCHW and WTA support. However if you are connected with other
recreation groups that may consider signing on, please contact them.
Hello Trail Partners,
The Administration's proposed budget for fiscal year 2018 reveals what are nothing less than catastrophic
cuts to programs that directly impact trails and the places where Americans hike and enjoy the outdoors.
The proposed budget for trails and the federal agencies that manage and maintain trails on federal lands
fails to provide for even the most basic necessities needed to maintain and manage these critical recreation
resources.
We are stronger when we stand together.
A sign-on letter was carefully crafted in partnership with the American Hiking Society, Backcountry
Horsemen of America, and the Partnership for the National Trails System, reflecting the level of concern
among all trail user groups. If your organization is as shocked at the Administration's proposed budget as
most of us who support trails, outdoor recreation, and public lands, we ask that you add your organization's
name to the sign-on letter which will be provided to the appropriators and other members of Congress.
If you are a partner organization, please sign on to this letter. If not, please share this with your favorite
organizations including those who are not trails-specific but that advocate for things such as public health,
business, and outdoor recreation.
Thank you for your efforts to ensure trails for everyone's future.
Sincerely,

Michael Passo
Executive Director

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
John Wayne and Columbia Plateau Trails
As the legislature works its way through their 3rd Special Session, we need to make another request on
behalf of the trails effort. It is possible that some undesirable language would get through while so
many state budget issues are being negotiated. Agencies are also dealing with a pending shutdown
which will close State Parks and limit staff support for recreation on DNR and DFW lands starting July 1.
What you need to do is contact the House Capital Budget Committee and respectfully let them know
that you do not want the following language currently in ESSB 5838 (the State Parks supplemental bonds bill)
to be included in the final budget agreement.

Section 3 (2) Proceeds from these bonds may not be used for any expenditures to any part of the
cross-state trail east of the Columbia river known by the names of the Milwaukie Road corridor,
John Wayne trail or iron horse trail, or for the Columbia Plateau trail south of the Turnbull national
wildlife refuge where the scablands nature trail and the Columbia Plateau trail meet and north of
the Snake river junction trailhead. Proceeds from these bonds may not be used for any
expenditures pertaining to any part of trails acquired by the commission after the effective date of
this section.
Representative

Room

Phone

Tharinger, Steve (D)
Chair

314 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7904

Doglio, Beth (D)
Vice Chair

317 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7992

Peterson, Strom (D)
Vice Chair

324 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7950

DeBolt, Richard (R)
Ranking Minority Member

425A Legislative Building

(360) 786-7896

Smith, Norma (R)
Asst Ranking Minority Member

435 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7884

Dye, Mary (R)

432 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7942

Johnson, Norm (R)

122C Legislative Building

(360) 786-7810

Koster, John (R)

122G Legislative Building

(360) 786-7816

Kraft, Vicki (R)

418 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7994

MacEwen, Drew (R)

434 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7902

Macri, Nicole (D)

311 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7826

Morris, Jeff (D)

436A Legislative Building

(360) 786-7970

Reeves, Kristine (D)

132D Legislative Building

(360) 786-7830

Riccelli, Marcus (D)

434A Legislative Building

(360) 786-7888

Ryu, Cindy (D)

325 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7880

Sells, Mike (D)

438B Legislative Building

(360) 786-7840

Steele, Mike (R)

122F Legislative Building

(360) 786-7832

Stonier, Monica Jurado (D)

331 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7872

Walsh, Jim (R)

428 John L. O'Brien
Building

(360) 786-7806

TEKOA TRAIL & TRESTLE ASSOCIATION GIVES BOOST TO JOHN WAYNE TRAIL
Article Reprinted from the Journal of Business, “Tekoa Touts Rail Trail”
Mike McLean, Author
June 22, 2017
A small group of Tekoa-based boosters of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail hope a tentative agreement they’ve reached with
owners of farmland between their town and the North Idaho town of Plummer will connect a three-state network of rail trails.
The group, Tekoa Trail & Trestle Association, also is among rail-trail advocates seeking to convince Washington state
lawmakers to embrace Eastern Washington’s portion of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail, says Ted Blaszak, president of the
association.
Blaszak says eight farm families that own the land that includes former Milwaukee Road railroad right of way from the
Washington-Idaho border east to Plummer have agreed in principle to a trail link to connect the John Wayne Pioneer Trail,
in Washington, to the Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes, in Idaho.
The Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes, a paved rail trail that spans 72 miles from Plummer to the town of Mullan on the east edge
of the Idaho Panhandle, connects to another rail trail that links to the Route of the Hiawatha, which straddles the IdahoMontana border.
Altogether, the linked trail network will span more than 350 miles from western Washington to western Montana, making it
the longest continuous rail-trail network in the country, Blaszak says.
Here in Washington, the state in 1981 bought for $3.5 million nearly all of the former Milwaukee Road—formally known as
the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad—right of way. The former rail line which has come to be known as the
John Wayne Pioneer Trail, or Iron Horse State Park, crosses most of the state from the Washington-Idaho border a few
miles east of Tekoa to Rattlesnake Lake Recreation Area on the west side of the Cascade Mountain Range, about 30 miles
east of Seattle.
Cheryl Morgan, a lifelong Tekoa resident and TTTA volunteer, helped negotiate the agreement for the link between the
Washington and Idaho rail trails. Morgan, a retired bank manager and a farmer’s daughter, knows everybody and met with
all the farmers and asked permission to connect the trails, Blaszak says.
He says there’s more work to do to formalize the agreement.

“We have to present them with good liability insurance and a tunnel needs repairs,” he says, adding, “The farmers come
first. They control their land, and there will be times when they’ll be moving equipment over the trail.”
Blaszak hopes the TTTA’s efforts and growing public awareness of the trail will encourage the Legislature to begin funding
trail improvements on the east half of the state and to restore grant funding for a project proposed to open the Tekoa Trestle
to pedestrian and bicycle use.
The town of Tekoa, about an hour’s drive southeast of Spokane, lies in the shadow of the former railroad trestle, which
spans 975 feet with a height 115 feet, according to Spokane Historical, an online history project of Eastern Washington
University.
The former railroad line is a linear park, also known as Iron Horse State Park, under the jurisdictions of Washington State
Parks and Recreation and the state Department of Natural Resources. The trail has heavy use west of the Columbia River,
but has seen little development east of there.
Political battles over the trail, however, are ongoing.
The trail was nearly severed in mid-state in the final days of the 2014 legislative session, when Ninth Legislative District
state representatives Joe Schmick and Mary Dye inserted a provision in the state’s capital budget to close 130 miles of the
eastern portion of the trail and give the land it to adjacent landowners.
But for one errant word, the provision would have eliminated the trail between the Columbia River and the town of Malden,
in Whitman County.
After it came to light that the Legislature had come within a typo of giving away half of the longest rail trail in the state with
no prior public notice, more than 40 city councils throughout Washington state, including the Spokane City Council, and 13
municipalities in the Ninth Legislative District, passed resolutions supporting the statewide trail.
The Spokane resolution, adopted by a unanimous vote of the Council in late 2015, cited $7 million in completed and planned
improvements to the Fish Lake Trail, which links to the John Wayne Pioneer Trail via a connection to the Columbia River
Plateau Trail.
Schmick and Dye couldn’t be reached for comment.
Last fall, a grant request for $1.5 million for a new deck and safety improvements to make the Tekoa trail accessible for
bicycle and pedestrian uses was ranked No. 2 in priority through a joint agency recreation grant program.
TTTA members thought the Tekoa Trestle grant funding was practically in hand, because of its high ranking, and the Tekoa
community even raised an $83,000 match toward the grant, Blaszak says.
But in a party line vote, the Senate removed the Tekoa and Malden-Rosalia projects from the grant list.
Senate majority leader Mark Schoesler, who also represents the Ninth District, is a longtime critic of the trail.
Despite the dozens of resolutions supporting the trail, Schoesler asserts the eastern half of the John Wayne Trail and
specifically the Tekoa Trestle just aren’t priorities for the state.
“We’ve got huge pressing needs,” he says, naming Mount Spokane, Steptoe Butte, and Palouse Falls as examples of parks
more deserving of funding because of greater accessibility and use.
“Steptoe needs work and can accommodate more people in a weekend than the John Wayne trail can in a year,” he asserts.
Blaszak asserts, however, that the removal of the Tekoa Trestle from the grant list only bumped up a Western Washington
project in priority.
Schoesler describes the eastern section of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail as a conduit for trespass and vandalism.
“The state has been an absolute terrible neighbor to adjacent landowners,” he claims.

Schoesler says there are many places where the trail never was in good repair, and developing the entire trail would be a
$100 million project that would benefit mainly one type of user, adding that only 59 riders participated in a recent cross-state
event.
Blaszak, however, says trail use has only increased since its brush with closure.
“We’ve already had 12 bicyclists here from Canada and two from Holland,” Blaszak says.
Last Saturday morning, as part of Tekoa’s annual Slippery Gulch celebration, the association organized a bike ride that
traversed some of the Idaho portion of the trail.
Just 10 riders participated, but all riders except TTTA secretary Fred Wagner were from out of town, coming from Spokane,
Pullman, and Coeur d’Alene.
While the gravel and railroad ballast surface of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail won’t attract riders of sleek road bikes that
grace the hard-surfaced Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes, it should attract many mountain bicyclists who ride on all types of
terrain, Wagner says.
The Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes is managed by the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation and the Coeur d’Alene Tribe.
Kathleen Durfee, Cataldo, Idaho-based trail manager for the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, says the trail has
seen between 70,000 and 80,000 visitors annually in recent years, and visitor numbers are trending upward so far this year.
Durfee says the department is updating its economic impact numbers for the trail, but in 2012 estimated the impact for the
Silver Valley section of the trail at $19 million annually.
Audra Sims, of Washington Parks and Recreation, says the state parks commission recently rededicated the department
to committing resources to the trail.
“Our commission says the John Wayne Trail and the Columbia Plateau Trails are priorities,” says Sims. She is the Dayton,
Wash.-based area manager of 10 parks collectively known as Blue Mountain Parks, which includes a 100-mile section of
the John Wayne Trail between the town of Lind and the Idaho border.
“We’re working with communities to develop partnerships,” Sims says.
She adds, however, that the Legislature has authority to decide some of the commission’s funding priorities.
“We’re doing the best we can, but until we see the budget, I can’t speak to what resources I have,” she says.
For example, to open the Tekoa Trestle to bicycle and pedestrian use would be a capital-level project beyond the
department’s budget.
“The agency is nowhere near having the funding,” Sims says.
Sen. Schoesler says the Tekoa Trestle might be worthy of funding in the future.
“At some point it would make sense,” he says. “I just don’t believe it’s this biennium.”

My Quarter Horse Stardust
By Joyce Johnson
Okay, I should have been a writer instead of an accountant.
In 1991, I drove to Lewiston, ID to look at a horse trailer. I
asked the dealer if he knew of a horse for sale. He said, my
wife has a two-year-old quarter horse. Since I was in
Lewiston anyway, I drove out to their ranch and looked at
the horse and tried him out. Shouldn’t have done that, because I was a novice rider and certainly didn’t need a
young, green-broke horse, but I fell in love with him. He was a beautiful palomino Two-Eyed Jack/Sunny Dee
Bar product. The lady who I bought him from had a friend who joked about Stardust’s name, so she told her
friend, “I’ll make you eat my Stardust.” But she didn’t have to give his registered name as “Eat My Stardust.” (I
don’t tell many people about this.) I didn’t know at that time that he’d grow up to be 16 hands and would have
been an excellent, strong heading horse. But I trained him to be a trail horse. After taking him to a trainer and
working with him myself, he became an awesome trail horse who did not want to deal with cows.
When I joined the Inland Empire Back Country Horsemen in 1993 when Stardust was 4 years old, I joined the
chapter on our first trail ride at Gypsy Meadows near Sullivan Lake, WA. I can honestly say I prayed that we
would get through it in good shape. Stardust and I were at the end of the riders and encountered a bridge (we had
never crossed a bridge before). After encouraging remarks from me with the other riders waiting, he crossed
without incident. Next, we encountered a wide, muddy bog. What could a scared rider do? I decided to let
Stardust find his way; and I must say, he foun d the easiest, safest way around the bog.
Later on, we were on a narrow trail on the side of a mountain. All of a sudden, someone yelled, “Get out of there
– there’s a bees’ nest on the trail!” So I calmly said to Stardust, “Stardust, we need to get out of here,” so we
cantered away, Stardust totally under control. To make a long story short, it was a long ride, and our leader got
us lost at one point. I got a lot of compliments from other riders about Stardust’s behavior on the first long ride
for us both. He was the youngest horse on the ride. I started calling him “Mister Cool.” He was so sensible and
rarely spooked. He was the smartest horse I’ve ever owned.
When Stardust and I moved to Hamilton, MT in 1999, I joined the Bitter Root BCH and also got a job at Ravalli
County Fairgrounds managing their Blue Ribbon Fair Management Exhibit computer program for 6 years. I had
taken a water color painting class shortly after moving to Hamilton and painted a picture from a photo of Stardust
I’d taken when we lived southwest of Deer Park. I asked the instructor how to get dapples on him; she said I
should sprinkle salt on his body when the painting was wet and brush it off when it dries. So I did that and decided
to enter it in Ravalli County’s Fair Art Exhibit class. Guess what? I received a blue ribbon. The painting is now
on my wall with the blue ribbon hanging from it.
Stardust and I had been together for 20 years when I had to give him away because of the bad economy. When
he was diagnosed with navicular, his new owner called me. I went out to see Stardust for the last time on October
15, 2015 to say my final goodbyes. When I was about to leave, I said, “Stardust!” Our eyes met and I then turned
away. Of course, my eyes filled with tears for quite a while before I arrived home. He was put down October
17, 2015. I’ll always have great memories of my beautiful palomino. I am partial to palominos because of, you
older folks know, Roy Rogers and Trigger.

WANTED
PUBLICITY PERSON!
PBCH Needs You!
Work with retailers, advertisers, potential
sponsors, media, and PBCH committee
members to assist with marketing,
advertising and assisting in promoting the
BCH Mission and Ponderosa Chapter.
Please contact Dean Giles or Ken
Carmichael if you’d like to participate
In this important service to your
Chapter

I invite you all to send me your stories, tips, jokes, articles,
photos, words of wisdom or whatever. I especially would like to
encourage our officers and committee chairs to share their
thoughts, visions and projects. The goal here is to make the
newsletter fun, entertaining and informative.
Patti Sander, Editor

P.S. Please send me photos of you and your equine
buddy so I can highlight you in our newsletter!

2017 PONDEROSA CHAPTER OFFICERS

THANK YOU
“The strength of the team is each

individual member. The strength of
each member is the team” Phil Jackson

Dean Giles, President
Joyce Johnson, Treasurer
Ken Carmichael, State Director
Patti Sander, Secretary
Cindy Vance, Legislative Chair
Craig Volosing, Lands Chair
Don Groshon, Membership Chair
Doug Bailey, Trail Boss
Jose Bruce, Volunteer Hours Coord.
Patti Sander, Education Chairman
Cindy Miller, Webmaster/Facebook
Patti Sander, Newsletter Editor
Michelle Eames, Newsletter Publisher
Gary Miller, Photographer
Doug Stewart, Multi-Chapter Coordinator

